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RESTRAINT DEVICE FOR ANIMALS 

The invention relates to a restraint device for animals and in particular a collar for dogs 
incorporating means for restraining the dog from pulling, biting or barl<ing. In this context we 
refer to our GB patent application published under no. GB 2385506 entitled "A Dog Collar". 

it is an object of the invention to provide a restraint device which is particularly easy to fit 
reliably to animals of different sizes and which will work well without causing harm to the 
animals. 

In one aspect the invention provides a restraint device for an animal, the device comprising a 
neck collar for the animal and having inter-engagable ends, a surface of the collar having 
longitudinally spaced apart lead guide means; a lead passing through the lead guide means 
and having stop means at each end. the lead having a length in excess of twice the length of 
the engaged collar; the guide means being arranged as two outer guide means which are 
engagable with the stop means and two inner guide means which are located one on each side 
of the longitudinal centre of the collar, slider means mounted on the lead and located between 
the two inner guide means and arranged to allow a portion of the lead to assume a generally 
noose-like shape to encompass the nose and mouth region of the animal. 

By the term engaged collar we mean the length of the collar when the two ends are engaged, 
e.g. a female clasp engages an eyelet at a male end of the collar appropriate to the animal. 



By the term slider means we mean a device which guides and allows relatively free movement 
of the lead or strap under the muzzle of the animal. It is a preferred feature of the invention that 
the slider (and any other part likely to contact the fur or skin of the animal) is made of a material 
which will not cause an allergic reaction in the animal; the use of certain metals e.g. nickel is 
preferably avoided. Preferably, the slider is a so called TRIGLIDE (PL 103) which has two 
sockets and is most preferably formed of plastics such as an acetal. 

Preferably, the stop means at the ends of the lead define means for engagement with a leash. 

In order that the invention may be well understood it will now be described by way of example 
only with reference to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a restraint device of the invention before use; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device on Figure 1 fitted on a dog; 

Figure 3 is a view taken from arrow A shown on Figure 2. 

The device comprises a collar 1 which is a length of strong textile material or webbing or 
leather having at one end a metal buckle or clasp 2 and at the other, four eyelet protected 
holes E1 to E4, which can receive the pin 2a of the buckle 2. The collar is intended to be 
placed about the neck of an animal such as a dog. The eyelets are preferably metal reinforced 
by a metal which is not hazardous to the animal e.g. nickel is preferably avoided. 

Two pairs of loops are fixed to a surface of the collar 1, e.g. by stitching to act as lead guide 
means. The inner pair L1 , L2 are located about 2.54 cm on each side of the longitudinal centre 
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of the collar 1. The outer pair of loops L3, L4 are spaced an equal distance away from the 
longitudinal centre of the collar 1. The loops act as lead guide means for a lead or strap 3 
which runs through each of the loops L1-L4. The loops are preferably made of a metal which 
will not cause an allergic reaction. The strap 3 is narrower than the collar 1 and is also made of 
strong textile material or webbing. 

At each end the strap has a metal D ring D1, D2 dimensioned so that it cannot pass through 
the loop L3. L4 respectively. In this way the lead 3 is held to the collar 1. The length of the 
lead is selected so that when eyelet E1 at the free end of the collar is engaged with the clasp to 
form a circle the length is equal to about twice the length of the collar plus about 2.54 cm. A 
slider 10 is present at about the longitudinal midpoint of the strap, i.e. between the loops L1, 
L2. The slider 10 has two passages at sockets 11. 12 through which the lead 3 passes. The 
slider has no sharp parts and is most preferably made of plastics such as acetal which has a 
friction surface; preferably the slider is a TRIGLIDE, preferably a model in the PL 103 range. 

In use. the collar 1 is placed about the neck of a dog and the buckle 2 engaged with an 
appropriate eyelet. The length of lead between the loops LI , L2 is pulled to define a loose 
noose N and this is placed over the dog's muzzle or nose area to define a restraint which will 
prevent the dog from opening its mouth to bite or bark. The noose N is tightened by pulling on 
the ends of the lead 3 but without subjecting the dog to pain. The slider 10 lies beneath the 
chin of the animal and contacts its fur or skin. Because the slider has no sharp parts the fur is 
not caught or torn. Because it is made of plastics material there is no risk of a skin reaction 
especially when the dog lowers its head. A leash, not shown, is clipped to the two D rings. If 
the dog pulls on the lead pressure is applied evenly to the muzzle of the dog, giving control of 
the animal. 
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Dogs vary much in size and shape; if a collar is too tight or too loose the device will not work 
satisfactorily. It is a preferred feature of this invention that the devices are produced in a range 
of sizes selected so that a good fit will always be available. It is a feature of the invention that 
each collar is provided with four eyelets E1 , E2, E3, E4, and the innemnost eyelet E4 of one 
collar size is the outermost eyelet E1 of the next collar of shorter length. Such a method of 
dimensioning the collars ensures that there should always be one which fits a dog. 

The invention has been described in relation to dogs but the device is also applicable to other 
animals, large or small, domesticated or exotic. The collar and lead may be made in a variety 
of materials and the methods of holding them together may be varied. 
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CLAIMS 



1 . A restraint device for an animal, the device comprising a neck collar for the animal and 
having inter-engagable ends, a surface of the collar having longitudinal spaced apart 
lead guide means; a lead passing through the lead guide means and having stop 
means at each end, the lead having a length in excess of the length of the engaged 
collar; the guide means being arranged as two outer guide means which are engagable 
with the stop means and two inner guide means which are located one on each side of 
the longitudinal centre of the collar; slider means mounted on the lead between the two 
inner guide means and arranged to allow a portion of the lead to assume a generally 
circular noose-like shape to encompass the nose and mouth region of the animal. 

2. A device according to Claim 1 , wherein the collar has a clasp at one end and a row of 
eyelets at the other and the length of the lead is twice the length of the collar when the 
collar is engaged with the outermost eyelet plus approximately 2 cm. 

3. A device according to Claim 1 or 2. wherein the slider means comprises a TRIGLIDE. 
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A device according to Claim 3. wherein the slider means is formed of plastics. 
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